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Shire of Wagin 

2 Arthur Road (PO Box 200) Wagin WA 6315 
E-mail: shire@wagin.wa.gov.au Website: www.wagin.wa.gov.au 

Tel: (08) 9861 1177 Fax: (08) 9861 1204 
 

Shire Statistics  
 
Population 1,845 
Number of Electors 1,310 
Number of Dwellings 889 
Distance from Perth (km) 227 
Area (sq km) 1,950 
Suburbs and Localities Piesseville, Wagin 
Library Trent St, Wagin 
Kindergarten Johnston St, Wagin 
Pre-school Ranford St, Wagin 
Secondary School Ranford St, Wagin 
Length of Sealed Roads (km) 260 
Length of Unsealed Roads (km) 626 
Rates Levied $1,076,400 
Total Revenue $4,139,700 
Council Employees 54  

 
Tourist Attractions 
Giant Ram and Wetlands Park, Wagin Historical Village & Museum, Corralyn Emu Farm, Norring Lake, 
Marroblie Bird Place, Heritage Walk Trail, Puntapin Rock, Mount Latham 
 
Local Industries 
Wool, Grain, Engineering Manufacture, Seedworking, Pet Food Production 
 
Significant Local Events 
Wagin Woolorama – incorporates the State Sheep Show and Rambo the Ambo and is held on the 2nd 
weekend in March each year, Australia Day Breakfast – in Wetlands Park, Foundation Day Celebration – 
at Wagin Historical Village includes Vintage Car Club Rally, Arts & Crafts Exhibition – November, Apex 
Christmas Street Carnival – December. 
 
Cover Page 
This picture was taken by the Department of Agriculture and presented to the Shire of Wagin for its 
continued participation in the Rural Towns Program. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Your Elected Members 
 
The Shire of Wagin is a corporate body consisting of eleven elected Councillors. The Council 
members elect the Shire President and Deputy Shire President every two years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Shire of Wagin elected members as at 1st July 2005 are -  
 

Cr MJ (Marilyn) Brockway – Shire President 
Elected to office in 1997, Retiring 2009 

 
• Finance & General Purposes Committee   
• Telecentre Committee  
• Stay on Your Feet Management Program  
• Roadwise Committee  
• LEMAC & Safer WA Committee  
• Civic Awards Committee  
• Audit Committee  
• Wagin Woodanilling Landcare 
 Zone 
 

• Land Conservation District Committee 
• Health Building & Town Planning 

Committee 
• Rural Town Rescue Committee  
• Swimming Pool Redevelopment 

Committee 
• WALGA Central Zone  
• Lakes Sub-Regional Road Group  
• Landcare Project Management Committee 

 
 

(From Left to Right: Back Row, Cr Dohle, Cr Ballantyne, Cr Cumming, Cr Blight, 
Cr Scanlon, Cr Morgan, Cr Draper. Front Row, Cr Pugh, Cr Johnson, Cr Brockway, 

CEO Ian Fitzgerald, Cr Rowell) 
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Cr RP (Raymond) Johnson – Deputy Shire President 

Elected to office in 1999, Retiring 2007 
 

• Works & Services Committee 
• Finance & General Purposes Committee 
• Sportsground Advisory Community Centre 

Management Committee 
• WALGA Central Zone 

• Woolorama Committee 
• Lakes Sub-Regional Road Group 
• Civic Awards Committee 
• Audit Committee 

 
 

Cr IC (Ian) Cumming 
Elected to office in 1990, Retiring 2009 

 
• Works & Services Committee 
• Finance & General Purposes 

Committee 
 

• Cottage Homes Committee 
• School Bus Committee 
• Audit Committee 

 
Cr PJ (Phillip) Blight 

Elected to office in 1992, Retiring 2007 
 

• Finance & General Purposes 
Committee 

• Rural Towns Rescue Committee 
• Sportsground Advisory Community 

Centre Management Committee 
 

• Audit Committee 
• Telecentre Committee 
• Land Conservation Committee 
• Lakes Sub-Regional Road Group 

(Proxy) 

 
Cr HD (Helen) Rowell 

Elected to office in 2001, Retiring 2009 
 

• Health, Building & Town Planning 
Committee 

• Townscape & Tidy Towns Advisory 
Committee 

• Swimming Pool Redevelopment 
Committee 

 

• Historical Village Committee 
• Wagin Tourist Committee 
• Frail Aged Hostel Committee 
• Roadwise Committee 
• LEMAC & Safer WA Committee 
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Cr EN (Ted) Pugh 

 Elected to office in 2003, Retiring 2007 
 

• Works & Services Committee 
• Finance & General Purposes 

Committee 
• Swimming Pool Redevelopment 

Committee 
• Cottage Homes Committee 

• Roadwise Committee 
• LEMAC & Safer WA Committee 
• Audit Committee 
• Rural Towns Rescue Committee 
• Community Bus Committee 

 
 

Cr KM (Keith) Draper 
Elected to office in 2003, Retiring 2007 

 
• Works & Services Committee 
• Finance & General Purposes 

Committee 
• Health, Building & Town Planning 

Committee 
• Townscape & Tidy Towns Advisory 

Committee 
 
 

• Audit Committee 
• Swimming Pool Redevelopment 

Committee 
• Sportsground Advisory Community 

Centre Management Committee 
• Frail Aged Hostel Committee 

 

Cr DK (Dean) Morgan 
Elected to office in 2003, Retiring 2009 

 
• Works & Services Committee 
• Finance & General Purposes 

Committee 
• Townscape & Tidy Towns Advisory 

Committee 
• Rural Towns Rescue Committee 

 

• Audit Committee 
• Swimming Pool Redevelopment 

Committee 
• Sportsground Advisory Community 

Centre Management Committee 
• Bushfire Advisory Committee 
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Cr AC (Austin) Dohle 
Elected to office in 2005, Retiring 2009 

 
• Works & Services Committee 
• Swimming Pool Redevelopment 

Committee 
 

• Bushfire Advisory Committee 
• Wagin Woodanilling Landcare Zone 

 
Cr JLC (Lachlan) Ballantyne 

Elected to office in 2005, Retiring 2009 
 

• Works & Services Committee 
• Health, Building & Town Planning 

Committee 

• Swimming Pool Redevelopment 
Committee 

 
 

Cr AP (Andrew) Scanlon 
Elected to office in 2005, Retiring 2007 

 
• Health, Building & Town Planning  

 
 

• Sportsground Advisory Community 
Centre Management Committee 
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Elections are normally held biennially on the first Saturday in May and are subject to electoral 
procedures as governed by the Local Government Act. Voting at Council elections is not 
compulsory, however participation by residents in elections is vital to the effectiveness of Local 
Government. Residents not included in the State Electoral Roll should contact the Western 
Australian Electoral Commission. 
 
Council Meetings are generally held on the third Tuesday of each month except in January where 
no meeting is planned. All meetings commence at 7pm and are open to the public. Minutes of the 
meetings are available at the Council offices in Wagin, or by visiting our website 
www.wagin.wa.gov.au. 
 
 
Management 
 
Chief Executive Officer Ian Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer Braden Fisher 
Principal Environmental Health Officer  
& Building Surveyor Denis Archer 
Works Manager Allen Hicks 
 
 
Auditor UHY Haines Norton 

 16 Lakeside Corporate 
 24 Parkland Road 
 Osborne Park WA 6017 
 

 
Solicitor Peter Marks 

 Tudhoe St 
 Wagin WA 6315 
 

 
Bank National Australia Bank 

 Tudor St 
 Wagin WA 6315 
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STATEMENT BY THE SHIRE PRESIDENT 
 
The Budget for the 2005/2006 financial year has been adopted by Council at its July meeting. 
 
An increase of total rate revenue of 4% has been adopted within the budget. We have been able 
to limit the increase due to increases in our general purpose and road grants. 
 
Council’s aim is to maintain and improve the facilities within the town and this years budget 
includes provision for more playground equipment at the Wetlands Park, pool blankets for the 50 
metre swimming pool, fencing of the airstrip, construction of a new staff house, renovations to the 
administration centre and a new gazebo at the caravan park. 
 
The works crew continue to achieve excellent results in maintaining and improving Councils road 
network and again this year a large proportion of the budget has been allocated to this area and 
the upgrading of plant and equipment. 
 
Council’s financial position remains strong with much thanks going to the Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer and his team for their efforts. 
 
I take this opportunity to commend the 2005/2006 budget to you and invite you to discuss any 
issues arising from the budget with your Councillors or Council staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marilyn Brockway 
Shire President 
19th July 2005 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 
 
It gives me pleasure to present to Council the budget for the 2005/2006 financial year. This year 
the budget has been calculated on a 4% increase in rate revenue as compared to the 2004/2005 
budget. 
 
A major part of Councils budget is upgrading and maintenance of Council’s road network and 
some of the major projects are- 
 
 Ballagin Road $184,965 
 Rural Tree Pruning  $100,510 
 Town Street Footpaths  $36,510 
 Maintenance Grading  $94,880 
 Recreation Centre Drainage and Sealing $94,700 
 Jaloran Road  $45,415 
 Warup West Road  $17,130 
 Boyalling Road  $19,130 
 
 
Council’s works and town staff continue to provide very high work standards and the 
improvements to the road network and town presentation are a credit to them. 
 
 
Among other major projects included in this years budget are 
 
 Administration Centre Renovations  $350,000 
 Construction of a CEO Residence  $300,000 
 Light Industrial Area Sub-Division  $225,000 
 Rural Towns Program – continuation $80,000 
 Swimming Pool Blankets  $30,000 
 Plant and Equipment Replacement (net) $300,000 
 
 
Council will also continue to assist the local Tourism Committee, Historical Village, Woolorama and 
St. John Ambulance volunteers. 
 
 
The Wagin Medical Centre is another major facility provided by the shire with plans this year to 
upgrade computer and telephone systems. Councils also manages the Home and Community Care 
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Program for Wagin and Darkan and has recently agreed to provide financial management services 
to the Wagin Frail Aged (Waratah Lodge) for a nominal fee. 
 
 
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of Deputy Chief Executive Officer Braden Fisher and his 
staff in the presentation of this quality document. 
 
 
Councillors and staff are working together as a professional team to help maintain and provide 
new facilities for our residents in a planned and responsible manner as outlined in this budget. 
 
 
 
 
Ian Fitzgerald 
Chief Executive Officer 
19th July 2005 
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BUDGET OVERVIEW 
 
For 2005/2006, the Shire of Wagin has prepared a balanced budget with an anticipated surplus of 
$0 at year end. Budget Operating Revenue is summarised as follows; 
 

BUDGETED OPERATING REVENUE 2005/2006 

Governance

General Purpose Funding

Law, Order, Public Safety

Health

Education and Welfare

Community Amenities

Recreation and Culture

Transport

Economic Services

Other Property and Services

 
 

General Purpose Funding includes rates of $1,180,013 and general purpose grants of $869,075. 
These general purpose grants are received from the Western Australian Local Government Grants 
Commission and represents a 6.2% increase over the previous years funding. 
 
Education and Welfare includes grant funding for the Home and Community Care program and 
Meals on Wheels as funded by the Department of Health. These two programs receive $221,000 
and $9,500 respectively. In addition to these services a further allocation of $35,000 is received 
for Community Aged Care Packages from the Department of Family and Community Services. 
 
Community Amenities include the annual fees charged for the domestic and commercial refuse 
collection service that Council provides. The total value of these combined fees are $118,500 and 
used to offset the contracted collection service and the control and maintenance of the refuse 
disposal site. 
 
Transport contains road funding of $63,393 for the direct road grant, $122,897 for regional road 
group funding, and $215,093 for Roads to Recovery funding. For further detail on the associated 
expenditure that these grant funds will be allocated to please refer to the works program on page 
60-61. 
 
Economic Services includes the employment of landcare staff. This attracts a combined value of 
$75,548 in grant funding predominantly from the South West Catchment Council.  
 
Other Property and Services incorporate revenue earned by Council running the Wagin Medical 
Centre as a major trading undertaking. The estimated income from consultation fees and incentive 
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payments equate to $438,600, in addition to this reimbursements totalling $160,000 for payroll 
expenses are received from the Wagin Frail Aged. 
 
Budgeted Operating Expenditure is summarised as follows; 
 

BUDGETED OPERATING EXPENDITURE 2005/2006 

Governance

General Purpose Funding

Law, Order, Public Safety

Health

Education and Welfare

Community Amenities

Recreation & Culture

Transport

Economic Services

Other Property and Services

 
 
General Purpose Funding includes operating expenditure of $214,281 relating to the payment of 
the Emergency Service Levy to FESA as payments are received by the Shire of Wagin. The payment 
of interest on loan funds amount to $24,928, and the allocation of administration overheads from 
Governance. 
 
Governance includes the operating expenditure relating to the provision of services to Members of 
Council $159,283. The Administration of the Shire office less overheads allocated to all other 
sections $66,265. 
 
Law, Order and Public Safety includes operating expenditure of $95,670 relating to the supervision 
of the Shire’s Local Laws, Fire prevention, Animal control and the provision of Ranger Services. 
 
Health includes operating expenditure of $159,085 which primarily relates to the administration 
and inspection services that are shared with the Shire’s of Dumbleyung and Woodanilling.  
 
Education and Welfare includes operating expenditure of $367,546 relating to the Home and 
Community Care program, Meals on Wheels, and Community Aged Care Packages. 
 
Community Amenities includes operating expenditure of $226,267 relating to sanitation, sewerage, 
stormwater drainage, environmental protection, public conveniences, and cemeteries. 
 
Recreation and Culture includes operating expenditure of $547,517 relating to the Council parks 
and gardens, Sports Ground oval and buildings, Swimming Pool, and operation of the Wagin Public 
library. 
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Transport includes operating expenditure of $1,262,778 and relates directly to the construction 
and maintenance of the Shire road network, footpaths, drainage, parking facilities, traffic control, 
depot operations, minor plant purchases, and general cleanup of the townsite. 
 
Economic Services includes operating expenditure of $536,944 relating to tourism, caravan park, 
landcare employment and distribution of on ground landcare grant funding to farmers. 
 
Other Property and Services includes operating expenditure of $778,713 which is directly related 
to the running of the Wagin Medical Centre, and the payroll functions of the Wagin Frail Aged. 
 
 

RATES 
 

RATES LEVIED 

-
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Council has managed to keep the rate increase in 2005/2006 to 4%. State Treasury forecasted an 
increase in the CPI of 3% for 2004/2005. These figures represent the total rates levied excluding 
the early payment discount and penalty interest for late payment. 
 
The Shire of Wagin offers its ratepayers the opportunity to pay their annual rates by way of three 
options. One full payment attracting a 5% discount, or two equal instalments payable two months 
apart, or 4 equal instalments payable two monthly. Further information can be found in notes 12 
and 13. 
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MINIMUM RATES LEVIED 
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The Minimum rates charged for 2005/2006 have been increased from $195 to $205. The objective 
of minimum rates are to ensure that every landowner makes an annual contribution to the 
services and facilities provided by the Shire of Wagin. 
 

RUBBISH CHARGES 
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The rubbish charges are levied on all properties within the gazetted Wagin townsite in accordance 
with the Health Act. The domestic and commercial charges are offset against the contract 
collection service and the ongoing maintenance and control of the Wagin refuse disposal site. In 
2005/2006 it is proposed to fence the refuse disposal site and install a caretakers office / 
amenities room. These additions are necessary to conform with the Environmental Protection 
Authority’ licence conditions. This additional work has resulted in the collection service charges 
increasing from $130 to $150. 
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DEBT MANAGEMENT 
 

LOAN 124 
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Loan 124 was taken out on 29th March 1997 for $240,000 when the Shire constructed the Wagin 
Medical Centre building. At the time of the loan being financed the Shire was receiving a rental 
income from the Medical Practitioner, on 1st March 2003 the Shire began running the Wagin 
Medical Centre as a major trading undertaking due to the inability of finding a suitable Medical 
Practitioner that wanted to control their own medical practice. As a result the Shire no longer 
receives any rental income, and instead now receives an annual profit or loss for the provision of 
this service. 
 

LOAN 126 
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Loan 126 was taken out on 20th September 2002 for $55,000 at the request of the Wagin 
Bowling Club on a self supporting basis to fund the construction of a synthetic bowling green. 
Whist the Shire pays each loan repayment the full costs are recouped from the Wagin Bowling 
Club. 
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LOAN 127 
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Loan 127 was taken out on 9th May 2003 for $30,000 at the request of the Wagin Frail Aged on 
a self supporting basis to fund the construction of additional accommodation facilities. Whilst the 
Shire pays each loan repayment the full costs are recouped from the Wagin Frail Aged. This is an 
interest free loan from The Grain Pool of WA. 
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Loan 128 was taken out on 23rd February 2005 for $60,000 at the request of the Wagin 
Agricultural Society on a self supporting basis to fund the construction of an office at the Wagin 
Recreation Centre. Whist the Shire pays each loan repayment the full costs are recouped from the 
Wagin Agricultural Society. 
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LOAN 131 

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

05/06 07/08 09/10 11/12 13/14 15/16 17/18 19/20 21/22 23/24

$

Interest

Principal

 
 
Loan 131 was taken out on 30th June 2005 for $145,000 for the purpose of funding the 
construction of the Recreation Centre redevelopment project in partnership with the Wagin 
Agricultural Society. The project cost was approximately $1.4m with $200,000 provided by the 
Wagin Agricultural Society, $359,000 from CSRFF grant funding, $225,000 from LotteryWest and 
the balance funded by the Shire. 
 
PROPOSED LOANS 
 
The Shire has prepared the 2005/2006 budget with the intention of raising Loan 129, $300,000 
for the construction of a new Chief Executive Officers residence. Current trends demand that rural 
local governments provide a high standard of housing for its senior employees and this 
construction will improve the existing housing stock. 
 
Loan 130, $250,000 is proposed to assist with the funding of major renovations to the Shire’s 
administration centre. The existing facility was constructed in 1979-80 and due to the rapid 
changes in administration techniques and the advent of information technology, along with the 
requirement to provide adequate storage of archived records has prompted Council to continue 
with this proposal in 2005/2006. 
 
Loan 132, $225,000 is proposed to fund the total cost involved in preparing a light industrial 
subdivision. Whilst this project is in its early stages if significant progress is made in 2005/2006 a 
funding source is identified to cover the subdivision costs. Council will actively attempt to secure 
grant funding for some or all of the headworks charges, and use the future sale proceeds of the 
blocks to fund the loan repayments.  
 
Note that loans 129, 130, and 132 were all included in the 2004/2005 Adopted Budget but not 
raised as a result of the corresponding expenditure not being incurred. This will again apply for 
2005/2006. 
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