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DISCLAIMER 
 
No responsibility is implied or accepted by the Shire of Wagin for any act, omission 
or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings. 
 
The Shire of Wagin disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee 
meetings. 
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, 
act or omission made in a Council or committee meeting does so at that person’s 
or legal entity’s own risk. 
 
In particular and without detracting in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in 
any discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any 
statement or intimation of approval made by any member or officer of the Shire of 
Wagin during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as 
notice of approval from the Shire of Wagin 
 
The Shire of Wagin advises that anyone who has any application lodged with the 
Shire of Wagin shall obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of 
the outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to the decision made 
by the Shire of Wagin in respect of the application. 
 
Dr Kenneth Parker 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
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SHIRE OF WAGIN 

Agenda for the Audit Committee meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 
Wagin on Tuesday, 26 November 2024 commencing at 6.00pm 
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1. OFFICIAL OPENING

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE
(PREVIOUSLY APPROVED)

3. DISCLOSURE OF FINANCIAL AND OTHER INTERESTS

4. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES

4.1 MINUTES FROM THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 23 JULY 
2024 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Audit Committee meeting held on 23 July 2024 and 
circulated to all Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 

Audit Committee Page 5 of 52 26 November 2024



 
 

  
 

5.  REPORTS TO COMMITTEE 
 

5.1 2023/2024 INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT AND ANNUAL 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
AUTHOR OF REPORT: Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
SENIOR OFFICER: Chief Executive Officer 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: Nil 
FILE REFERENCE: FM.AD.2 
STRATEGIC DOCUMENT REFERENCE: Nil 
ATTACHMENTS: 1. Independent Auditor’s Report; 

2. Shire of Wagin Annual Financial 
Report for the year ended 30 June 
2024; 

3. Final Management Letter. 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Audit Committee: 
 
1. RECEIVES and accepts the 2024 Independent Auditor’s Report from the 

Office of the Auditor General. 
 

2. RECEIVES the Annual Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2024 
and RECOMMENDS to the Council that it be endorsed as part of the 
2023/2024 Annual Report. 

 
 
BRIEF SUMMARY 
The independent auditor’s report for 2023/2024 is attached to this item as well as the 
2023/2024 Annual Financial Report for consideration. The Final Management Letter 
is also attached for reference. 
BACKGROUND/COMMENT  
In accordance with Part 7 of the Local Government Act 1995; the Local Government 
(Audit) Regulations 1996; the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 
1996; and the Local Government Amendment (Auditing) Act 2017, the Auditor-General 
is responsible for the annual financial report audit for local governments.  
 
AMD Chartered Accountants (‘AMD’) have been contracted by the Office of the Auditor 
General to perform the financial report audit for the financial year ended 30 June 2024. 
 
An audit planning summary was published in April 2024 detailing the audit approach 
and methodology, providing assurance as to independence and compliance with 
Australian Auditing Standards. That document also referenced the consideration of 
materiality and the risk of fraud within the scope of the audit and the Shire’s 
responsibilities in this regard.  
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The planning summary also detailed planned meetings, including the exit meeting and 
the planned discussion of the financial report; the independent auditor’s report; and 
the management letter (all attached to this item). 
 
The audit also considered risk and audit issues; activity cycles; significant financial 
accounts and the audit approach; the management representation letter; reporting 
protocols and audit evidence. 
 
The unqualified audit opinion for 2023/2024 is attached for information. 
 
An interim audit was conducted June 2024 and the onsite audit was concluded 
October 2024. The final interim audit letter was provided on 4 July 2024 and dealt with 
by the Audit Committee at its meeting held on 23 July 2024. 
 
A moderate finding was raised in the final audit relating to the following issues: 
 
• Application of rates discounts after the due date 
 
The auditor pointed out that ‘24 rate assessments where the 5% discount available for 
rates paid by 19 September 2024 was incorrectly applied to rates paid after this date.  
Total of rates discounts incorrectly applied on the 24 assessments subsequent to 19 
September 2024 totalled $2,265.48.’ 
 
There were two reasons for the discount being applied to these assessments, namely: 
1.  Synergysoft system not correctly applying discount; 
2.  Ratepayer paid on time, but not received by Shire until after the due date. 
 
These were not formally signed off by the CEO or Manager of Finance, but were done 
in line with usual practice by the Rates Officer. Nevertheless, in future any proposals 
to apply the discount on rates payments after the date set by the budget will be 
discussed with the Chief Executive Officer and only done if authorised. Supporting 
documentation and rationale will be attached to the relevant journals. 
 
• Write-off of minor rate balances. 
 
The auditor also noted that ‘minor rating amounts receivable (assessments of $1.50 
or less) written-off as part of the month-end process did not have the relevant 
delegation for the CEO in place. The minor rate write-off related to 76 properties with 
$30.33 in rates written off.’ 
 
At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 22 October 2024, the Council adopted new 
Delegation No.36 – Small Debts Write Off. This delegates authority and power to the 
Chief Executive Officer to write off rates and sundry debts where the individual debt is 
not more than $10.00. This new delegation has now been integrated into Shire 
practice. 
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CONSULTATION/COMMUNICATION 
Vignesh Raj, OAG Representative Director; Tim Partridge, Partner AMD; Audit 
Committee; Officers of the Shire of Wagin. 
 
STATUTORY/LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Part 7 of the Local Government Act 1995 (‘the Act’); Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996; the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996; 
and the Local Government Amendment (Auditing) Act 2017. The Auditor General is 
responsible for the annual financial report audit for local governments.  
 
The Act requires compliance with accounting standards and the audit process 
provides assurance as to that compliance.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
There are a number of relevant policies including the entire ‘F.’ group of financial and 
risk policies within Council’s Policy Manual. In addition, policies A9 and C9 (Record 
Keeping); A18 Asset Management; A25 Internal Control; A26 Legislative Compliance; 
and A28 Use of Information and Communications Technology have relevance. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no direct financial implication to this item.  
 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS  
There are no direct strategic implication to this item. 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENTS 
Simple Majority 
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6.     CLOSURE  
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