9.2NOTICE OF MOTION — PROPOSED MOTION AT CENTRAL COUNTRY
ZONE MEETING REGARDING LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

ELECTED MEMBER: Cr Blight

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:

FILE REFERENCE:

ELECTED MEMBER RECOMMENDATION

That Council RESOLVES that a motion be presented at the

21 November 2025 Central Country Zone meeting asking that the Zone write
to the Minister for Local Government stating the Zone’s opposition to
compulsory voting and full Council elections every four years

OFFICER COMMENT
On the eve of the 2025 Ordinary Local Government Elections, Minister Beazley

expressed concern regarding voter turnout and proposed both compulsory voting
and full Council elections every four years.

Minister Beazley’s comments regarding concerns about voter turnout are
predictable.

Every Minister for local government since 2015 has complained about the level of
community participation in local government elections.

Namely, Minister Simpson in 2015; Minister Templeman in 2017 and in 2019,
Minister Carey in 2021, Minister Michael in 2023 and now Minister Beazley in 2025
all were critical of voter turnout following a local government election.

Minister Beazley’s earlier comments did not reference compulsory voting and
appeared to make statements in favour of compulsory voting only after the Premier
showed support for the concept.

While increasing voter participation was one of the stated aims of the State
Government’s previous Local Government Act 1995 reforms during the Templeman
Ministry, the concept of compulsory voting was not present or even mentioned in any
of the Government’s discussion papers or fact sheets that charted possible options
for reform.

This suggests that Minister at the time or Cabinet opposed compulsory voting and
effectively it was not considered to be on the table.

Australia is an outlier in respect to compulsory voting with 21 countries adopting the
practice. The only European countries where voting is compulsory are Belgium,
Greece, Turkey, Liechtenstein and Luxembourg. Many of the countries with



compulsory voting have had troublesome relationships with political expression and
freedom including Argentina, Bolivia, Egypt, Thailand and Honduras.

In at least one ranking of strong democracies none of the first fifteen countries
including those in Scandinavia, Ireland, Canada, Japan and Netherlands had
compulsory voting.

Minister Beazley’s comments also were premised on comparisons to east coast local
governments. Officers do not understand the preoccupation with adopting practices
from east coast local governments where their approach introduces new challenges.

In New South Wales and Queensland it is easy to find examples of overt party
politics resulting in dysfunction and strife.

Community participation is the central feature of local government and Officers note
that community participation in local government in Western Australia is a daily
occurrence. This is particularly the case in rural Western Australia where the public
has tremendous access to local government officials both employees and elected.

In rural areas especially the participation of Councillors represents a commitment to
community and often an opportunity cost to business opportunities, social
endeavours, family time and participation in sporting, cultural or emergency service
organisations.

The legislative framework the supports local government to operate — and to deliver
a range of essential and unfunded and underfunded State and Commonwealth
Government services — should support and value this participation.

Compulsory voting and full Council elections would undermine this. For example, in
a local government where there are traditionally few people willing to be candidates,
candidates may be less likely to run if their participation forces people to vote (which
would be an unpopular decision). In such scenarios there would be fewer
candidates and more uncontested elections.

Compulsory voting would also represent to local governments. This cost would be
greatest for local governments that currently undertake their own elections and
penalise disadvantaged groups that have trouble accessing government services.
Compulsory voting in that sense negatively impacts marginalised groups and should
be equally opposed by groups representing the interests of disabled groups,
culturally linguistically and diverse communities and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

For the above reasons Officers support the Elected Member’'s recommendation.

VOTING REQUIREMENTS
Simple Majority
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