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Shire of Wagin 
 
Minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on 
Tuesday 20th December 2005. 
 
 

1. Declaration of Opening 
 
The Shire President Cr Brockway declared the meeting open at 7.30pm. 
 
 

2. Attendance, Apologies and Leave of Absence (Previously Approved) 
 
Present: Cr M J Brockway  President 
  Cr R P Johnson  Member 
  Cr D K Morgan  Member 
  Cr A C Dohle   Member 
  Cr J L C Ballantyne  Member 
  Cr I C Cumming  Member 
  Cr E N Pugh   Member 
  Cr K M Draper   Member 
 
Staff:  Mr I B Fitzgerald  Chief Executive Officer 
  Mr B K Fisher   Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
  Mr D A Archer   Principal Environmental Health Officer/ 
      Building Surveyor 
  Mr A D Hicks   Manager of Works 
 
 
Visitors: Jan Baxter 
  Tony Baxter 
 
 
Apologies: Cr P J Blight 
  Cr A P Scanlon 
 
 
Leave of Absence: Cr H D Rowell 
 
 

3. Response to Previous Public Questions Taken on Notice 
 
Nil 
 
 

4. Public Question Time 
 
Nil 
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5. Application for Leave of Absence 
 
Refer to item 9.2.3 
 
 

6. Public Forum (Petition/Deputations/Presentation) 
 
Jan Baxter President of the Wagin Agricultural Society addressed Council regarding 
item 9.1.8 being a proposed shed extension of the British and Australasian shed at 
the Wagin showgrounds. Mrs Baxter advised that the proposal would increase 
capacity by 100 sheep and assist in reducing staffing requirements. 
 
Jan and Tony Baxter left the meeting at 7.40pm 
 
 

7. Confirmation of previous Meeting Minutes 
 

 
 
Council Resolution 
 
106 Cr IC Cumming/Cr KM Draper 
 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 15th November 2005 and 
the Minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on 6th December 2005 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record.  
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
 
 

8. Disclosures of Financial and other interests 
 
Cr Johnson declared an impartiality interest in items 9.1.3 & 9.1.4 in that his son 
works for the company who undertook work on behalf of the Water Corporation. 
 
 

9. Reports of Committees and Officer’s 
 

9.1 Health, Building and Planning 
 

9.1.1    Ratite Processing Facility (Abattoir) 
Location:   Location 681 Bolts Road Wagin – zoned Rural 
Proponent:   Corralyn Partnership 
Reporting Officer: Principal Environmental Health Officer/ Building 

Surveyor 
File: 1662 



Minutes of a Ordinary Council Meeting  20th December 2005 
 

 
 
 5 

 
Summary 
 
The proponent wishes to establish a ratite processing facility on the above site. 
 
Background 
 
The proponent is a well established producer of emu meat and oil with fat rendering 
currently undertaken on their property. 
 
WA no longer has an abattoir available for processing emus therefore the proponent 
is considering establishing their own facility initially to process 50 birds per week over 
a 12 week period being January to March. 
 
The one day a week kill may require ten people with the fat rendering plant being 
relocated closer to the abattoir but boning of meat will be off-site. 
 
It is not unreasonable to assume there may be a demand to process birds from other 
properties. 
 
Comment 
 
Although an abattoir is not specifically mentioned in our Town Planning Scheme it 
falls within the interpretations of Industry – Noxious, being an industry subject to 
licensing by the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (Not subject to licensing if 
production is less than 100 tonnes per year) or Industry – Rural which is a facility for 
handling treating processing or packing primary products grown, reared or produced 
in the locality. 
 
Both uses maybe established in the Rural zone subject to advertising. 
 
The proposed facility is relocatable comprising three 18.3m x 3.5 x 4.5m (height) 
purpose built trailers designed to AQIS standards which would be positioned 500m 
from the western, southern and eastern boundaries of Location 681 and 200m from 
the northern boundary. The Environmental Protection Authority guidelines for 
planning recommend an abattoir should be 500m from residences 30m from 
seasonally flowing watercourses and if wastes are to be managed on site have soils 
capable of containing any pollutants. 
 
The nearest residence is 580m directly south and the nearest seasonal water course 
is 700m to the north. 
 
Minimal solid wastes are expected to be generated and likely to be in the order of 
250kg per week which will be disposed by trenching the wastes being regularly 
covered with lime. Liquid wastes essentially water will be contained within an 
evaporation pond. 
Noise, dust generation or traffic movement are not considered likely to be so 
significant as to require special planning requirements. 
 
Scheme water is available however power will be from an onsite generator. 
 
Should this proposal eventuate there is a requirement for a meat inspector to be 
present for the duration of the kill. This is the responsibility of the local authority with 
fees for such service being regulated by the Department of Health. 
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As the proposed abattoir is a relatively small operation, and is positioned so as to 
satisfy known planning requirements I believe it should be supported subject to 
seeking adjoining property comment and giving public notification. 
 
Acknowledging the proponent cannot secure the facility which is on the market until 
Council has made a decision which cannot be given until the required advertising 
period of 21 days has elapsed and that Council does not have a meeting in January 
2006 it would not be unreasonable if Council made a resolution that provided no 
relevant adverse comment was received then the project could proceed rather than 
wait for the February 2006 meeting resolution. 
 
Statutory Environment: Town Planning Scheme No 2. 
    Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
Policy Implications:  Nil 
 
Budget Implications: There will be a requirement to provide a meat 

inspection service. 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council approve the establishment of a ratite processing facility (abattoir) on 
Location 681 Bolts Road Wagin subject to; 
 
 

1) Development consistent with the submission dated 25th November 2005. 
2) There being no relevant adverse comment to Council having notified 

adjoining landowners and the public inviting comment as required by 
clause 6.3 of the Scheme Text. 

3) Obtaining a building permit 
4) Approval will lapse if not substantially completed within 3 years from the 

date of planning approval. 
 
 

 
 
Council Resolution 
 
107 Cr EN Pugh/Cr IC Cumming 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.1.2    Mobile telephone base 
Proponent:   Telstra Corporation Ltd 
Location:   Recreation Centre – Sportsground Wagin 

- zoned  Recreation 
Reporting Officer:  Principal Environmental Health Officer/ 
    Building Surveyor 
File:    PRO 13 
 
Summary 
 
Telstra wishes to establish a temporary mobile telephone base station at the 
south/west corner of the Recreation Centre. 
 
Background 
 
During the Woolorama event insufficient mobile phone capacity is provided from the 
base on Mount Latham. 
 
This proposal which incorporates a relocatable equipment room that is removed after 
the event, coupled to two permanent antennas attached to the Recreation Centre 
directly over the Woolorama Office. 
 
Telstra confirms this facility complies with the electromagnetic energy safety standard 
set by ARPANSA and regulated by the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority which is the independent regulator of the nation’s telecommunications 
industry. 
 
Comment 
 
The World Health Organisation said in a statement on base station safety (June 
2000) “both measurements and calculations show that radio frequency signal levels 
in areas of public access from base stations are for below international guidelines, 
typically by a factor of 100 or more”. 
 
From the information provided and the drawings submitted it would be reasonable to 
allow installation as requested. 
 
An annual rent of $2,000 would be appropriate. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Nil 
 
Policy Implications:   Nil 
 
Budget Implications:  $2,000 annual rental suggested. 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council grant approval to Telstra Corporation Ltd, to establish a temporary 
mobile phone base station to be attached to the south/west end of the Recreation 
Centre consistent with the submission dated 6th December 2005 and request an 
annual rental of $2,000 to be reviewed after three years. 
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Council Resolution 
 
108 Cr RP Johnson/Cr KM Draper 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.1.3    Proposed Subdivision 
Location:   Lot 233 Ventnor Street (Victor Street) Wagin 
    - zoned Public Purpose Drainage 
Proponent: Harley Survey Group (on behalf of the Water 

Corporation) 
Owner:   Shire of Wagin 
File:    DEP 31/2 & TPL 4/2 
 
Summary 
 
The proponent wishes to subdivide the 1533m² lot into Lot 1 being 636.6m² and Lot 2 
being 896.4m². 
 
Background 
 
In November 2003 Council accepted selling portion of Lot 233 Ventnor Street Wagin 
to the Water Corporation so as to have their existing sewer pump station on their own 
land subject:- 

1) Payment of $5,000 plus GST. 
2) Purchaser paying all costs associated with the subdivision. 
3) Purchaser paying all costs associated with the sale. 

 
Comment 
 
The proposal is consistent with Councils conditions. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Town Planning Scheme No2. 
 
Policy Implications   Nil 
 
Budget Implications:  Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendations 
 
That Council approved the subdivision of Lot 233 Ventnor Street Wagin so as to form 
Lot 1 being 636.6m² containing the Water Corporation pump station and Lot 2 being 
896.4m² 
 
 

 
 
Council Resolution 
 
109 Cr EN Pugh/Cr DK Morgan 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.1.4    Proposed Subdivision 
Location: Lot 180 Tudor Street Wagin – zoned Service 

Commercial 
Proponent: Harley Survey Group (on behalf of the Water 

Corporation) 
Owner:   F Scardetta 
File:    DEP 31/2, TPL 4/2 & 258 
 
Summary 
 
The proponent wishes to subdivide the 2226m² Lot into Lot 1 being 750.88m² and Lot 
2 being 1475.12m². 
 
Background 
 
Lot 180 Tudor Street Wagin contains a dwelling with associated sheds and a Water 
Corporation pump station. This proposal provides for the Water Corporation to have 
their assets on their own land. 
 
Comment 
 
The proposal represents logical planning and is consistent with the objectives of our 
Town Planning Scheme. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Town Planning Scheme No 2. 
 
Policy Implications:   Nil 
 
Budget Implications:  Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendations 
 
That Council approve the subdivision of Lot 180 Tudor Street Wagin so as to form 
Lot 1 being 750.88m² containing the Water Corporation pump station and Lot 2 being 
1475.12m² containing the dwelling and associated buildings. 
 
 

 
 
Council Resolution 
 
110 Cr DK Morgan/Cr AC Dohle 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.1.5    Group valuation for contiguous land use 
Location: Lot 100 Ranford Street Wagin & Lot 12 Upland 

Street Wagin – zoned Residential R30 
Proponent: K McAllister 
Reporting Officers: Senior Finance Officer & Principal Environmental 

Health Officer/Building Surveyor 
File: 161 
 
Summary 
 
The proponent wishes to apply group valuation to both Lots which he believes is 
used contiguously. 
 
Background 
 
Lot 100 and Lot 12 were in the same ownership (as was the adjacent Lot 11) and 
rated separately. Lot 11 has sold to another party but Lots 100 and Lot 12 were sold 
to the proponent because the dwelling is on Lot 12 and Lot 100 contains the carport 
and shed which have been used as ancillary buildings for the dwelling. Vehicle 
access to the carport is from Lot 100 and is well defined indicating contiguous use for 
a considerable time. 
 
Comment 
 
For guidance Councils policy for group valuations for contiguous rural land states; 
 
That Council apply to the Valuer General’s Office for contiguous use valuation on 
land/locations/lots that can be demonstrated to be owned and operated by a family 
unit as one farm unit, upon application made by the landowner. 
 
The valuation shall only apply to the definition of contiguous as determined by the 
Valuer General’s Officer. 
 
Proponents wishing to seek a contiguous use valuation will be required to complete a 
Statutory Declaration to this effect, detailing the land/lots involved, the various 
ownership details and a statement as to who the “ratepayer/owner” will be in the rate 
book. 
 
In the event that a parcel of land is sold or Council is made aware that land is on 
“market” then the group valuation ceases to exist and is to be removed. The onus is 
on the landowner to advise Council of this event. 
 
Any associated cost incurred from the Valuer Generals office shall be reimbursed to 
Council by the applicant. 
 
I believe this policy could form the basis for assessing all land throughout the district 
by the following amendments. 
 
Group Valuations for Contiguous Land Use 
 
That Council apply to the Valuer General’s Office for contiguous use valuation on 
land/locations/lots that can be demonstrated to be owned and operated by a family 
as one unit, upon application made by the landowner. 
 
The valuation shall only apply to the definition of contiguous as determined by the 
Valuer Generals Office. 
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Proponents wishing to seek a contiguous use valuation will be required to complete a 
Statutory Declaration to this effect, detailing the land/lots involved, the various 
ownership details and a statement as to who the “ratepayer/owner will be in the rate 
book. 
 
In the event that a parcel of land is sold or Council is made aware that land is on the 
”market”, then the group valuation ceases to exist and is to be removed. The onus is 
on the landowner to advise Council of this event. 
 
Any associated cost incurred from the Valuer Generals office shall be reimbursed to 
Council by the applicant. 
 
Such a policy, if adopted, could be of greater advantage to Council and the 
landowner as it maintains the existing number of individual parcels of land which in 
the future may each become rateable again. 
 
Non allowance of group valuation may result in land, especially within the townsite, 
being amalgamated which I consider is not necessarily the better option. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Nil 
 
Policy Implications: Nil – however this item has been assessed 

based from the policy relating to contiguous 
rural land. 

 
Budget Implications: There maybe a reduction in rate revenue if 

contiguous use if approved. 
 
Officer’ Recommendation 
 
That Council apply to the Valuer General’s Office for contiguous use valuation for Lot 
100 Ranford Street Wagin and Lot 12 Upland Street Wagin subject  
 
1) To the proponent; completing a Statutory Declaration that 
 

a) details the land 
b) details the landowner 
c) acknowledges that if one lot is sold or put on the “market” then group 

valuation ceases 
d) the landowner is to advise Council forthwith of an event as described 

in c) occurs 
e) all costs incurred by Council in regard to this group valuation shall be 

reimbursed to Council by the proponent 
 

2) Staff prepare and present for consideration by Council a policy relating to 
Group Valuation for Contiguous Land Use. 

 
 
Council Resolution 
 
111 Cr EN Pugh/Cr RP Johnson 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.1.6 Tender for New Residence and Renovation of the 
Administration Centre 

Proponent:   Staff 
Location: Lot 55 Khedive Street Wagin and Lot 1819 Arthur 

Road Wagin 
Reporting Officer: Principal Environmental Health Officer/Building 

Surveyor 
File: TEN 2 
 
Summary 
 
Council called for Tenders to construct a new residence and renovate the 
Administration Centre. 
 
Background 
 
At the closing date, 7th October 2005 one tender was received from Trevor Parsons 
Building which stated:- 
 

a) Residence as per specifications $334,000. 
b) Renovation of Administration Centre as per specifications $362,000. 

 
Comment 
 
Council at the Special Council Meeting on 6th December 2005 further developed the 
10 Year Plan and resolved not to proceed with a major renovation  of the 
Administration Centre, to which the above tender referred, but still proceed with 
construction of a new dwelling. 
 
As deleting the Administration Centre from the project is a significant variation to the 
tender offered Council is required to recall tenders for the construction of the 
residence only, after rejecting the current tender. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
 
Policy Implications:   Nil 
 
Budget Implications: The construction of a new residence is identified 

in the 05/06 budget. 
 
Officer Recommendation 
 

1) That Council advise Trevor Parsons Building that their Tender No 1 – 05/06 
being for the construction of a new residence and renovation of the 
Administration Centre is not accepted. 

 
2) Council authorise staff to call tenders for construction of a new residence to 

be built on Lot 55 Khedive Street Wagin. 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
112 Cr IC Cumming/Cr KM Draper 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 7/1 
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9.1.7    Entrance to  Woolorama Office 
Proponent:   Wagin Agricultural Society 
Location:   Wagin Recreation Centre 
Reporting Officer: Principal Environment Health Officer/Building 

Surveyor 
File:    PRO 13 
 
Summary 
 
The entrance to the Woolorama Office becomes congested during the Woolorama 
event. 
 
Background 
 
The access to the office doorway is indirect, involves steps and is relatively confined 
in width. 
 
Concern was raised before the ’05 event but I suggested they trial the access way, 
being then only recently constructed, to ascertain suitability.  
 
Comment 
 
I have now been informed that access was less than desirable and the Society would 
like this entrance to be improved. 
 
I have met on site with their President and this entrance can be increased in width 
and be directly aligned with the office door for an estimated $2,000. 
 
This work is not identified in the current budget, however $1,800 has been allocated 
to provide an air-conditioner to the Recreation Centre Managers Officer which may 
now not be required. 
 
Should Council authorised the entrance to be modified I suggest the $1,800 identified 
be redirected to this work. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Nil 
 
Policy Implications:   Nil 
 
Budget Implications: Not identified in this budget but suggest the 

$1,800 for the Recreation Centre air-conditioner 
be re-directed to this project. 

 

Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council authorise staff to modify the entrance to the Woolorama Office 
consistent with the sketch submitted acknowledging that this work will be in place of 
purchasing an airconditioner for the Recreation Centre. 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
113 Cr RP Johnson/Cr AC Dohle 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 5/3 
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9.1.8    Shed Extension 
Proponent:   Wagin Agricultural Society 
Location: British and Australasian Breeds Shed – 

Showgrounds Complex – Recreation Reserve 
Reporting Officer: Principle Environmental Health Officer/Building 

Surveyor  
File: ASS 4, PRO 14 
 
Summary 
 
The proponent wishes to erect a 6m x 36m lean to on the southern side of the 
existing shed. 
 
Background 
 
Woolorama has an existing shed and display centre, north of the Recreation Centre.  
The laneway between the shed and the Recreation Centre is a major thoroughfare, 
particularly during Woolorama. The distance between these two buildings is approx 
17m and for comparison the distance between the new Toms Building and the 
Luncheon Booth is approx 11m. I understand Woolorama is hoping to extend this 
venue for the ’06 Woolorama. 
 
Comment 
 
This is a significant extension into the thoroughfare but is similar to the distance 
between buildings further to the east. 
 
Of major concern is the fire service and possibly other services beneath this 
extension. Council would be aware that excavations at the Showgrounds invariably 
encounters services that have been installed but not documented. Drainage of this 
thoroughfare and surrounding buildings is yet to be addressed and this extension 
compounds the issue. 
 
I have discussed the proposal with an officer from the Water Corporation who stated 
that they regard all the services within the Showgrounds as Council’s responsibilities. 
That being the case the access to the fire service main should be considered but 
recognising this service main is PVC I would expect the need to access this main 
would be very infrequent. 
 
Assuming nothing unexpected is encountered (service wise) then the main issues 
are:- 
 

1) Overall movement (vehicle and pedestrian) within the locality of the 
extension. 

2) Stormwater drainage within the area 
3) Future development of the Recreation Centre. Although this may never 

occur the ability to expand north, if the extension occurs will be 
substantially compromised. 

 
I understand there is a degree of urgency for the proponent if construction is to be 
completed before Woolorama ’06, but I believe all users of the Recreation 
Centre/Showgrounds should be invited to comment prior to Council making a 
decision. 
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Statutory Environment:  Nil 
 
Policy Implications: There is no specific Committee at present to 

which this can be referred. 
 
Budget Implications: Nil 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council refer this proposal to a meeting of users of the Sportsground / 
Showground and Council representatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
114 Cr RP Johnson/Cr IC Cumming 
 
That Council refer this proposal to the Sportsground Advisory Community Centre 
Management Committee for their comment prior to February Council Meeting. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
 
 
Johnson /  
 
That Council give delegated authority to the Health Building and Planning Committee 
to make a decision on the proposed extension to the British and Australasian Breeds 
shed as proposed by the Wagin Agricultural Society. 
 
Motion Lapsed due to no seconder. 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
115 Cr AC Dohle/Cr IC Cumming 
 
That Council seek input from the Sportsground Advisory Community Centre 
Management Committee on the proposed extension to the British and Australian 
Breeds shed and refer this item to the February Council meeting for a decision. 
 

CARRIED 
Vote 8/0 
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9.1.9    Outbuilding Requiring Special Council Approval 
Proponent:   F Linton-Terry 
Location:   Lot 101 Trent Street Wagin – zoned Residential 
R.30 
Reporting Officer: Principle Environmental Health Officer/Building 

Surveyor 
File: 123 
 
Summary 
 
The proponent wishes to erect a fully enclosed, skillion roofed colourbond clad  
garage 6.1m x 11.97m x 2.9m at the rear of his dwelling exiting on to Leake Way. 
 
Background 
 
This building is to be on the eastern side of an existing 33m² workshop creating an 
overall outbuilding of 106m². 
 
Comment 
 
Council has a policy for outbuildings on Residential zoned land which states; 
 
i) The erection of an outbuilding on any lot zoned “Residential”  is not permitted 

unless a building licence has been issued for the erection of a house on the 
lot and construction of the house has substantially commenced. 

 
ii) A building licence application is not required for an outbuilding of less than 9 

square metres (3m x 3m) in floor area and not greater than 2.1 metres in 
height providing it complies with the following: 

 
a) It shall be constructed of new non-flammable material and be easily 

dismantled; and 
b) It shall be adequately anchored. 

 
iii) A building licence application is required for any outbuilding having a total 

floor area in excess of 9 square metres. 
 
iv) The maximum floor area of an outbuilding constructed of reflective cladding 

(e.g. zincalume) shall be 45 square metres. 
 
v) The maximum floor area of an outbuilding constructed of non-reflective 

cladding (e.g. brick, colorbond or timber) shall be 80 square metres. 
 
vi) In all instances the open space requirements of the Residential Planning 

Codes  (R-Codes) are to be complied with unless otherwise approved by 
Council. 

 
vii) An outbuilding shall be separated from the building to which it is appurtenant 

in accordance with the Building Code of Australia. 
 
viii) The wall height of any outbuilding shall not exceed 3 metres or 3.3 metres at 

the apex of a pitched roof unless otherwise approved by Council. 
 
ix) The setback of all outbuildings and carports shall be as required by the R-

Codes. 
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x) Notwithstanding any other provision of this policy, Council may approve of the 
siting of an outbuilding that is a carport (being an open-sided garage without 
doors) in a position other than that prescribed by other provisions of this 
policy. 

 
xi) Council will not grant approval to the use of second-hand or used building 

materials for an outbuilding unless it is satisfied that it will not have a 
detrimental impact on the visual appearance of the immediate locality. 

 
xii) Where an application is received for the erection of an outbuilding which does 

not comply with any provision of this policy the applicant shall submit to 
Council in writing the reason(s) why such variation is required. 

 
This proposal satisfy’s the requirements of this policy the Town Planning Scheme 
and the Building Code of Australia. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Town Planning Scheme No 2. 
 
Policy Implications: Health, Building and Planning Policy 17 – 

Development of Outbuildings on Residential 
Zoned Land. 

 
Budget Implications: Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council grant planning approval to erect a 6.1m x 11.97m x 2.9m colourbond 
clad garage on Lot 101 Trent Street Wagin subject to:- 
 

1) Development consistent with the submission dated 16th December 2005. 
2) Garage to be used for ancillary purposes only related to the residence on 

site. 
3) Approval will lapse if not substantially completed within 2 years from the 

date of Council planning approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
116 Cr EN Pugh/Cr KM Draper 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 

9.2.1    Road Funding Requirements Study 
Proponent:   Wheatbelt South Regional Road Group 
Reporting Officer:  Chief Executive Officer 
File:    WRK 5/2 
 
Summary 
 
The Wheatbelt South Regional Road Group has proposed member Councils 
contribute $3,000 towards the engagement of a consultant to prepare a submission 
to the Minister on the road funding required to preserve our road assets. 
 
Background 
 
Council discussed this proposal at the September 2005 meeting after receiving a 
request from the Wheatbelt North Road Group. At that time Council resolved not to 
be party to the proposal. 
 
Comment 
 
Subsequent to the discussions at Council, Councillor Johnson and I attended a 
Regional Road Group Meeting where this matter was discussed. The consensus at 
that meeting was that the proposal to engage a consultant to prepare a submission 
should be supported to help ensure our allocation of road funding grants were as a 
minimum maintained at the existing level and if possible increased. It was argued 
that the Minister has reduced the allocation to the Wheatbelt South and North Road 
Groups on 2004/05 when the additional funding was distributed and it was necessary 
to prepare a submission to prevent this being an on-going principle. The Wheatbelt 
South Regional Road Group voted to recommend to member Councils that they 
support the proposal to contribute $3,000 each to enable consultant to be engaged to 
prepare a funding submission on behalf of the Wheatbelt South and Wheatbelt North 
Regional Road Group. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995. 
 
Budget Implications: No allowance has been made but funding can 

be made from the Transport Section of the 
2005/06 Budget. 

 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council advise the Wheatbelt South Regional Road Group it will support the 
proposal to engage a consultant to prepare a road funding submission and make a 
contribution of $3,000 to the project. 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
117 Cr RP Johnson/Cr EN Pugh 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 7/1 
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9.2.2    Katanning Runaway Bus 2005 
Proponent:   Great Southern Development Commission 
Reporting Officer:  Chief Executive Officer 
File:    CNL 13 
  
Summary 
 
Each year the Great Southern Development Commission organises a bus service for 
teenagers to visit Albany for the day. The service runs twice a week during January 
and a small contribution towards the cost is requested. 
 
Comment 
 
The Katanning Runaway Bus service has been running for a few years now and has 
proven to be a popular service for 14 – 18 year olds. The service is also available to 
younger people if supervised by a parent or guardian. The bus collects participants 
from Wagin, Woodanilling, Katanning, Broomehill, Tambellup, Cranbrook, Kendenup 
and Mt Barker and returns the same day. 
 
Each participant contributes $5 for the round trip. This is the first time, to my 
knowledge, that a contribution has been requested from local governments serviced 
by the bus. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
 
Budget Implications: No budget allowance has been made but a 

small donation could be made from the Public 
Relations area. 

 
Policy Implications: Nil 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
 
That Council make a donation of $100 to the Great Southern Development 
Commission to assist with the Katanning Runaway Bus Service for January 2006. 

  
 
 

 
Council Resolution 
 
118 Cr KM Draper /Cr AC Dohle 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.3    Leave of Absence – Cr H D Rowell 
Proponent: Department for Local Government and Regional 

Development 
Reporting Officer: Chief Executive Officer 
File: CNL 6/1 
 
Summary 
 
The Department for Local Government and Regional Development has approved an 
extension of Leave of Absence for Councillor Helen Rowell which now needs to be 
considered by Council. 
 
Comment 
 
Council has previously granted Leave of Absence for Councillor Rowell up to and 
including the November Council Meeting. Councillor Helen Rowell requested an 
extension to her Leave and after discussions with the Shire President an application 
was forwarded to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development for 
leave to be granted for the December 2005, January 2006 (in the event a meeting is 
called) and February 2006 Council Meetings. Council can only grant Leave of 
Absence beyond 6 meetings with Ministerial approval. 
 
Advice has now been received that approval has been granted by the Minister for 
Council to consider Councillor Rowell’s request for an extension to her Leave of 
Absence. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
 
Budget Implications:  Nil 
 
Policy Implications:   Nil 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council grant Councillor Helen Rowell Leave of Absence for the December 
2005, January 2006 and February 2006 Council Meetings. 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
119 Cr RP Johnson/Cr EN Pugh 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.4    Youthquake Event 2006 
Proponent:   Combined Christian Churches of Wagin 
Reporting Officer:  Chief Executive Officer 
File:    CNL 11 
 
Summary 
 
The combined Christian Churches of Wagin are planning to hold a youth event, 
“Youthquake”, at the Wagin Swimming Pool in February 2006 and seeks a cash 
donation from Council. 
 
Comment 
 
The youth event known as a “Youthquake” has been run several times in Wagin and 
has proven to be a very successful event. The event involves a range of water 
activities, bar-b-que lunch, and a motivational presentation aimed at encouraging 
goal setting and positive values in our youth. It is planned to invite the youth from 
Narrogin, Katanning, Dumbleyung and Darkan to attend the event as well as our own 
local youth. Last years event attracted over 60 participants. 
 
The pool is seen as an ideal venue to help attract participants as it provides for a 
range of water activities as well as having areas where other activities can be run. 
Pool Manager Stuart Johansson supports the holding of the event. 
 
On previous occasions funding has come from the churches, participants, and 
donations. This is the first request for a cash donation from Council but seems an 
ideal way to help support the youth of our district. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
 
Budget Implications: No allowance has been made but a small 

donation could be made from the Public 
Relations area. 

 
Policy Implications: Nil 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council make a donation of $100 towards the 2006 Youthquake event 
organised by the Combined Christian Churches of Wagin. 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
120 Cr EN Pugh/Cr DK Morgan 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.5    2006 Annual Roads Forum 
Proponent: WA Local Government Association 
Reporting Officer: Chief Executive Officer 
File: CNL 5 
 
Summary 
 
Each year the WA Local Government Association in conjunction with Main Roads 
WA holds an annual Roads Forum event with the 2006 event to be held in Geraldton. 
 
Comment 
 
The Council normally sends two delegates to the Roads Forum which in 2005 was 
held in Perth. The 2006 event is to be held in Geraldton and is bought to Councils 
notice at this time due to the logistics in attending. 
 
The event is to be held on Tuesday 4th April 2006. WALGA have arranged a charter 
plane from Perth to Geraldton and return on this day leaving at 6.45am and returning 
at 8.15pm. The cost per seat is $330. Due to the timings it is suggested an overnight 
stay in Perth will be required on the Monday 3rd April 2006. 
 
The other option available is for Council to arrange its own flights with Skywest. A 
check of flights available indicate there is a flight at 5.30pm on Monday 3rd April 
arriving in Geraldton at 6.35pm. A return flight is available at 7.00pm on Tuesday 4th 
April at the conclusion of the event. The cost of these flights is quoted at $233 each. 
Using this scenario there would be the need for one night’s accommodation in 
Geraldton. Accommodation in Geraldton would cost in the vicinity of $120 per room 
plus meals. 
 
As this is a very popular event it is recommended Council consider making the 
appropriate bookings early, if the event is to be attended to help ensure the most cost 
effective transport options are available to Council. 
 
There is no cost to attend the actual Road Forum event. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
Budget Implications:  Funds are available in the Conference area of 

the budget. 
 
Policy Implications:  Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council 
 

a) resolve to send two delegates to the 2006 Roads Forum. 
b) Make the appropriate bookings to travel via Skywest on Monday 3rd April and 

Tuesday 4th April with an overnight stay in Geraldton. 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
121 Cr EN Pugh/Cr DK Morgan 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.6    Doctor Recruitment 
Proponent:   Staff 
Reporting Officer:  Chief Executive Officer 
File:    HLT 14 
 
Summary 
 
Dr Lewis has advised of his intention to not seek an extension to his contract which 
expires on 30th April; 2006. The recruitment process for a new doctor has been 
commenced. 
 
Comment 
 
As advised during the month Dr Lewis has written to Council indicating he will not be 
accepting Council’s offer of an extension to his contract which is due to expire on 30th 
April 2006. 
 
I have subsequently approached the AMA to begin the process of recruiting a new 
doctor with preliminary discussions being held with Rollo Witten. In the 
documentation I have completed the terms and conditions to be offered to a new 
doctor have been listed as per the existing contract but it has been clearly indicated 
there is room for negotiation. 
 
There has been no feedback from the AMA at the time of preparing this item for 
Council. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
 
Budget Implications: Recruitment expenses will be incurred but have 

not been determined at this time. 
 
Policy Implications:   Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council endorse the actions of the Chief Executive Officer in commencing the 
recruitment process for a new doctor for the Wagin Medical Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
122 Cr RP Johnson/Cr DK Morgan 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.7    Rural Towns – Liquid Assets Program 
Proponent: University of WA, Department of Agriculture 
Reporting Officer: Chief Executive Officer 
File: DEP 2/6 
 
Summary 
 
Council as a part of its involvement in the Rural Towns – Liquid Assets Program gave 
in principle support in March 2005 to involvement in a salt tolerant turfgrass project. 
The Australian Research Council has approved a grant for this project to enable it to 
proceed. 
 
Comment 
 
As the project has now been approved by the Australian Research Council, UWA is 
keen to proceed as is the Department of Agriculture. 
 
The research project approved will evaluate the performance and physiology of four 
turf options as well as the impact on the soil and water table. In the submission 
presented the specific objectives of the proposed research project are:- 
 

1. Evaluate the performance, across three years, of three newly available 
salt tolerant turfgrass genotypes (see below) under non – saline and 
saline irrigation, compared with the current standard for the region 
(Kikuyu). 

2. Determine the water balance (rainfall, irrigation, evaportranspiration, soil 
storage, leaching) for the four turfgrass genotypes when irrigated with 
non-saline or saline water. 

3. Determine the salt balance (plant uptake and removal through cutting, soil 
storage leaching) for the four turfgrass genotypes, when irrigated with 
non-saline or saline water. 

 
The experimental work will be conducted using a series of replicated field plots and 
lysimeters at a site in Wagin. 
 
It is considered the use of halophytis turf grasses holds much promise for the 
improvement of amenity in areas affected by salinity whilst conserving portable water 
supplies thus saving money and recharge of the watertable. 
 
The project would involve setting up a number of trial plots (approximately 7m x 5m) 
with various grasses, irrigation equipment and specialised recording and measuring 
instrumentation. It is proposed the project would run over 3 years with a Ph D student 
conducting most of the project with assistance from other partners on the Liquid 
Assets Program. Advertising has commenced for the Ph D student. 
 
The Shire of Wagin’s direct involvement in the project would include:- 
 

 Participation in selection of the trial sites (possibly at the school or Hornsby 
Park). 

 Assistance with setting up trials sites. 
 Monitoring trial sites and equipment between visits by Ph D student and other 

partners to the project and possibly mowing the sites. 
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An interim meeting was held recently, in Wagin, wherein the two sites mentioned 
above were inspected and soil samples taken. A copy of the standard agreement 
between UWA and participating parties in Australian Research Projects has been 
inspected and is suitable for Council to sign. 
 
Council’s contribution to the project, over the three years is $73,500 which can be 
taken from our Rural Towns Program funding, can be paid direct by Council, or a 
combination of these two options. The more that is taken out of the Rural Towns 
program fund reduces our pool of funds for major capital works. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
 
Budget Implications:  Allowance has been made for the Rural Towns 

Program in the budget. 
 
Policy Implications:  Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council advise the Department of Agriculture and University of WA it wishes to 
fund its contribution to the project by cash payments of $23,500 over the three years 
with the remaining $50,000 to come out of the contribution to the Rural Towns 
Program. 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
123 Cr EN Pugh/Cr AC Dohle 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.8 Memorandum of Understanding – Treated 
Wastewater 

Proponent: Water Corporation of WA 
Reporting Officer: Chief Executive Officer 
File: DEP 31/1 
 
Summary 
 
Following on from discussions with Council in September 2004, the Water 
Corporation has forwarded a Memorandum of Understanding for Council to consider 
and sign in relation to use of treated wastewater. 
 
Comment 
 
The latest Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is for a 10 year period with a 
review on quantity/entitlement to be carried out every two years. Initially the 
entitlement has been set at up to 62,000KL per annum at an average daily mean of 
170KL. There are no penalties if Council does not utilize its full entitlement in any one 
year. 
 
The Water Corporation has agreed to contribute up to $5,000 to meet the material 
costs of fencing the Shire of Wagin “White Dam” on Moore Street. 
 
There has been no inclusion in the MOU for additional storage dams to be built but 
the Water Corporation are fully aware of Council’s desire for additional storage to be 
build as a matter of urgency. There is the possibility, subject to competing demands, 
for moneys from the Rural Towns Program to be allocated to the construction of a 
dam. 
   
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
  Health Act 1911 
  Water Corporation Act 1995 
 
Budget Implications:  Nil 
 
Policy Implications:  Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council agree to sign the Memorandum of Understanding to take treated 
wastewater from the Water Corporation but reiterate its request for additional storage 
facilities to be provided to capture wastewater currently going to the environment. 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
124 Cr RP Johnson/Cr EN Pugh 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.9 Statement of Financial Performance – November 
2005 

 
Reporting Officer:  Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Summary 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 
1996, Council is to be presented with a Statement of Financial Performance.  
 
Background 
 
This new requirement has come into effect as from 1st July 2005 and now replaces 
the previous monthly and quarterly financial reports. 
 
Comment 
 
A copy of Statement of Financial Performance is attached to this item including 
additional information that Council has deemed appropriate to receive. 
 
Statutory Requirement: Local Government (Financial Management) 

Regulations 
 
Budget Implications:  Nil 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council adopt the Statement of Financial Performance for the period ending 30th 
November 2005. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
125 Cr DK Morgan/Cr JLC Ballantyne 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.10    Plan for the Future of the District 
Reporting Officer:  Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
 
Summary 
 
Recent amendments to the Local Government Act 1995 now require Council to 
prepare a Plan for the Future of the District. At the May 2005 Council Meeting it was 
agreed that a 10 Year Plan be prepared. A Special Council meeting took place on 
Tuesday 6th December 2005 to consider the draft plan. 
 
Background 
 
The requirement to prepare a Plan for the Future of the District replaces the ‘Principal 
Activities Plan’ that has previously been prepared over the last few years. 
 
The Local Government Administration Regulation 19 (c) prescribes that the plan will 
contain the following information; 

• to be at least two financial years 
• set out broad objectives 
• must review at least every two years 
• must be adopted by absolute majority once considered or modified 
• must consult with electors and ratepayers during development or modification 
• must contain a description of how electors and ratepayers were consulted 
• must apply for the commencement of the reporting period 1st July 2006 

 
Comment 
 
The draft document was reviewed by Council at a special meeting held on Tuesday 
6th December 2005, and as a result of achieving a balanced document the 
community consultation process should be commenced with submissions being 
accepted until Friday 3rd March 2006. This will allow Council enough opportunity to 
review the submissions received and make necessary amendments to the plan as 
required. 
 
Statutory Requirement: Local Government Act 1995 and Administration 

Regulations 
 
Budget Implications:  Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council; 
 

1. Approve the Plan for the Future 2006/7 to 2015/6 as presented, and advertise 
its availability for public comment until Friday 3rd March 2006. 

2. Consider all submissions received at its March 2006 ordinary Council meeting 
and make final amendments to the plan if necessary. 

 

 
Council Resolution 
 
126 Cr RP Johnson/Cr KM Draper 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.2.11    Administration Office Renovations 
 
Reporting Officer:  Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
 
Summary 
 
Council has determined not to proceed with the Administration Office renovations in 
2005/2006 as originally adopted in the budget. There is still an opportunity to proceed 
with some of the proposed works considered essential by staff. 
 
Background 
 
Whilst Council has agreed not to proceed with the complete office renovations project 
including the requirement to raise loan funds to assist with funding the project, there 
is an opportunity to complete limited works with funds being utilised from the 
Municipal Buildings Reserve. 
 
Originally Council had agreed to fund $80,000 from the Municipal Building Reserve 
when it finalised the 2005/2006 budget. 
 
Comment 
 
Staff have suggested that perhaps Council could proceed with completing some of 
the proposed works with funding to come from the reserve account as previously 
outlined resulting in no future loan repayment commitments. 
 
The office environment could be greatly improved by replacing various blinds (in 
particular the front counter area and staff offices), internal painting, replacing office 
furniture throughout, installing additional gutter downpipes, and installing a 
compactor filing system which have been identified as the initial priority areas. 
 
To fund these proposed works it is suggested that Council approve a maximum of 
$65,000 from the Municipal Buildings Reserve account. 
 
Statutory Requirement: Nil 
 
Budget Implications:  Nil 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council agree to approve funding of $65,000 from the Municipal Buildings 
Reserve for the purpose of completing minor office renovations and maintenance, 
and the purchase of office equipment. 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
127 Cr EN Pugh/Cr KM Draper 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.3 WORKS AND SERVICES 

9.3.1    Tender 3 05/06 – Small Truck 
Proponent:   Manager of Works and Chief Executive Officer 
Reporting Officer:  Chief Executive Officer 
File:    TEN 4 
 
Summary 
 
Council has called tenders for the replacement of the 6 tonne tip truck and the results 
of the tender are presented for Council’s consideration. 
 
Comment 
 
The 2005/06 Budget allows for the changeover of the existing 6 tonne tip truck, 
currently a Mitsubishi. 
 
Tender notices were placed in the West Australian newspaper on 19th November and 
3rd December 2005 as well as in each of the local papers. 
 
A summary of the responses to our tender request is attached to this item, The 
tenders have been assessed against the criteria and specifications listed in the 
tender documentation and after discussions with Councillor Cumming, Chairman of 
the Works and Services Committee it has been agreed to put a recommendation to 
Council on the tender to be accepted. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
     Tender Regulations 1996 
 
Budget Implications: The recommended tender is within the budget 

allowance of $44,000. 
 
Policy Implications:   Council Policy No 8 refers to calling of tenders. 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council accept the tender from Jem Trucks for an Isuzu FRR 525 long tip truck 
with the body to be made locally and with a changeover nett of GST of $34,273. 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
128 Cr EN Pugh/Cr JLC Ballantyne 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.3.2    Tender 4 05/06 – Tractor 
Proponent:   Manager of Works and Chief Executive Officer 
Reporting Officer:  Chief Executive Officer 
File:    TEN 4 
 
Summary 
 
Council has called tenders for the replacement of the Zetor Tractor and the results of 
the tender are presented for Councils consideration. 
 
Comment 
 
The 2005-06 Budget allows for the changeover if the existing Zetor tractor. 
 
Tender notices were placed in the West Australian newspaper on 19th November and 
3rd December 2005 as well as in each of the local papers. 
 
A summary of the responses to our tender request is attached to this item. The 
tenders have been assessed against the criteria and specifications listed in the 
tender documentation and after discussions with Councillor Cumming, Chairman of 
the Works and Services Committee it has been agreed to put a recommendation to 
Council on the tender to be accepted. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1995 
     Tender Regulations 1996 
 
Budget Implications: The recommended tender is within the budget 

allowance of $60,000. 
 
Policy Implications:   Council Policy No 8 refers to calling of tenders. 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 
That Council accept a tender from Agwest Machinery Wagin for a John Deere 5620 
MFWD Tractor complete with front end loader bucket with a changeover nett of GST 
of $58,255. 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
129 Cr DK Morgan/Cr AC Dohle 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.3.3    Tender 5 05/06 – Backhoe 
Proponent:   Manger of Works and Chief Executive Officer 
Reporting Officer:  Chief Executive Officer 
File:    TEN 4 
 
Summary 
 
Council has called tenders for the replacements of the Case Backhoe and the results 
of the tender are presented for Councils consideration. 
 
Comment 
 
The 2005/06 Budget allows for the changeover of the existing Backhoe currently a 
Case machine. 
 
Tender notices were placed in the West Australian newspaper on 19th November and 
3rd December 2005 as well as one in each of the local papers. 
 
A summary of the responses to our tender request is attached to this item. The 
tenders have been assessed against the criteria and specifications listed on the 
tender documentation and after discussions with Councillor Cumming, Chairman of 
the Works and Services Committee it has been agreed to put a recommendation to 
Council on the tender to be accepted. 
 
Statutory Environment:  Local Government Act 1993 
     Tender Regulations 1996 
 
Budget Implications: The recommended tender is within the budget 

allowance of $95,000. 
 
Policy Implications:   Council Policy No 8 refers to calling of tenders. 
 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation 
 

1) That Council accept the tender from McIntosh and Son Perth of a Case 
580 SR Backhoe with a changeover nett of GST of $69,500. 

 
2) That Council take up an extended warranty offer of $2,180 for 3 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
130 Cr EN Pugh/Cr AC Dohle 
 
That the Officer’s Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.4 OTHER COMMITTEES AND REPORTS 

9.4.1 Practice Nurses Report – December 2005 
 

From Practice Nurse 
Linda West 

 
13 12 05 

 
Projects initiated since practice nurses were employed at the Medical Centre; 

• Home medication reviews 
• Home health assessments 
• Men’s health days 
• Women’s health days 
• Cardiac risk assessment clinics 
• Dietician services 
• Catch up vaccination clinics for the constant changes to the immunisation 

schedule 
• Outreach in situations such as the school based vaccination clinics.  
• Blood pressure clinics 
• Ear Health  
• Aboriginal Health 
• Wound management 
• Diabetes assessment 
• Co ordinate Mental Health consults 

 
We have worked closely with Primary Health and established a network of Allied 
Health Professionals who we call upon to help us with service delivery. Wagin has 
piloted Men and Women’s health days, which have been used as models for other 
centres. 
 

Next year we will look at addressing the issue of childhood obesity and start 
gearing up for reaccreditation. 
 

Most of these projects rely heavily on admin support and in our present situation 
we must put on hold any project, which will place an added burden on the front 
desk staff. Once recruited the new staff member will undergo training added to this 
is the fact that Primary Health are also recruiting new staff, I anticipate that our 
business will be on slow mode through to February next year.  
 

Wagin traditionally empties out to the coast during January and early February, 
which makes it a good time for planning, ordering or taking leave. 

 
Council Resolution 
 
131 Cr RP Johnson/Cr EN Pugh 
 
That the Home and Community Report be received. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.4.2 MINUTES OF A WAGIN/WOODANILLING LANDCARE ZONE PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD IN WAGIN COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
ROOM ON THURSDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2005 

 
 
OPENING:  Meeting opened at 4.01pm 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: Cr M J Brockway  Chairperson 
   Cr T Young   
   Mrs J Moffatt 
   Mrs J Angwin 
   Mr I B Fitzgerald  Chief Executive Officer 
   Ms S Thomson  4.38 pm 
   Mr G Dunn   4.15 pm 
 
 
APOLOGIES:  Ms B K Knight   Chief Executive Officer 
       Woodanilling 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
Committee Resolution 
 
Cr Mrs J Angwin/Mr T Young 
 
That the Minutes of the Wagin / Woodanilling Landcare Zone Project Management 
Committee held on 24th October 2005 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of 
proceedings. 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 5/0 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS 
 
Staff Roles 
 
The Committee had a general discussion as to the roles of the two Natural Resource 
Management Officer’s and the performance of new employee Greg Dunn. 
 
Mr Greg Dunn joined the meeting at 4.15 pm. 
 
Mr Dunn, whilst only in the position for two weeks, thought things were going well. It 
has been a very steep learning curve but he felt he was now getting a better 
perspective on what is required of his position. Sally Thomson had been a good 
teacher in bringing him up to speed with local issues. 
 
Mr Dunn withdrew from the meeting at 4.38 pm. 
 
Ms Sally Thomson joined the meeting at 4.38 pm. 
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Ms Thomson advised Committee that she felt she needed their support during the 
initial period of Greg Dunn’s employment. At this stage there seemed problems with 
time management and completing tasks. 
 
Mr Dunn re-joined the meeting at 5.02 pm. 
 
The Committee felt that it was only two weeks into Greg Dunn’s employment and 
there needed to be some patience as he came to terms with the local environment 
and his role. It may be advantageous for Greg to be assigned a project to develop up 
whilst also winding up previous Envirofunds projects. This would help his steep 
learning curve. 
 
Envirofund Project Management Fees 
 
The Committee discussed the manner in which the project management fees of 
Envirofund projects are distributed between the Shires of Wagin and Woodanilling. It 
was agreed to maintain the existing methodology wherein the shire administering the 
project keeps this portion of the grant. 
 
Symposium 
 
Greg Dunn suggested it may be a worthwhile project to organise a symposium where 
farmers can get together to discuss successful and unsuccessful projects. The 
Committee recommended Greg follow up on this idea and see if a proposal can be 
developed to hold such an event. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
It was agreed the next meeting would be held in early February 2006. 
 
CLOSURE 
 
Cr Brockway thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 5.27pm. 
 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
132 Cr D K Morgan/Cr IC Cumming 
 
That the Minutes from the Wagin/Woodanilling Landcare Management Committee 
Meeting held on 21st November 2005 be received. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.4.3 MINUTES OF A AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2005 

 
OPENING:   Meeting opened at 7.30pm 
 

ATTENDANCE:  Cr M J Brockway   
    Cr R P Johnson 
    Cr D K Morgan 
    Cr K M Draper 
    Cr I C Cumming 
 

STAFF:   Mr I B Fitzgerald  Chief Executive Officer 
Mr B K Fisher Deputy Chief Executive 

Officer 
 

APOLOGIES:   Cr P J Blight 
     
 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON: 
 
Cr Draper nominated Cr Morgan. There being no further nominations Cr Morgan was 
declared elected to the position of Chairperson. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Nil 
 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 
 

CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS 
 

6.1 2004/2005 Audit Report and Management Letter 
 
The committee discussed the 2004/2005 audit report and management letter from 
UHY Haines Norton and noted their comments regarding the calculation of 
depreciation on Infrastructure Assets. 
 

The committee resolved to discuss this issue with the auditor at the next meeting 
when he would be in attendance as per the requirements of the Local Government 
Act. 
 
URGENT BUSINESS 
 
Nil 
 
CLOSURE 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.38pm 
 

 
Council Resolution 
 
133 Cr KM Draper/Cr IC Cumming 
 
That the Minutes from the Audit Committee Meeting held on .23dr November 2005 
be received. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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9.4.4 MINUTES OF A FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 23RD 
NOVEMBER 2005. 

 
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
134 Cr RP Johnson/Cr AC Dohle 
 
That the Minutes from the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held 
on 23rd November 2005 be received. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
 
 
OPENING:   Meeting opened at 8.02pm 
 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Cr M J Brockway   
    Cr R P Johnson 
    Cr D K Morgan 
    Cr K M Draper 
    Cr I C Cumming 
 
 
STAFF:   Mr I B Fitzgerald  Chief Executive Officer 

Mr B K Fisher Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer 

 
APOLOGIES:   Cr P J Blight 
    Cr E N Pugh 
 
 
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON: 
 
Cr Johnson nominated Cr Brockway. There being no further nominations Cr 
Brockway was declared elected to the position of Chairperson. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Nil 
 
 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
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F198 Cr RP JOHNSON/Cr KM DRAPER 
 
That the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 
14th April 2005 be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 5/0 
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS 
 
6.2 Review of October Financial Statements 
 
The Deputy Chief Executive Officer gave an overview of the October Financial 
Statements that were presented at the November Ordinary Council Meeting. No 
significant issues were raised requiring attention. 
 
6.3 Overview of 10 year Forward Plan 
 
The Deputy Chief Executive Officer presented the latest version of the Draft Plan for 
the Future and gave a brief overview of the amendments made for consideration at 
the Special Council meeting to be held on 6th December 2005. 
 
Braden Fisher left the meeting at 9.57pm and did not return. 
 
6.4 Annual Performance Review – Chief Executive Officer 
 
The Committee discussed the performance of the Chief executive Officer over the 
past 12 months using a sample review structure taken from another local 
government. 
 
Chief Executive Officer withdrew from the meeting from 10.35pm to 11.01pm. 
 
 
F199 Cr KM DRAPER/Cr RP JOHNSON 
 
That under delegated authority as per Administration Policy No 4 the Chief Executive 
Officer’s salary package be increased to $125,000 per annum and the payments for 
private use of the vehicle be set at $40 per week. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 5/0  
 
 
Council Resolution 
 
135 Cr IC Cumming/Cr RP Johnson 
 
That the Committees Recommendation be adopted. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 



Minutes of a Ordinary Council Meeting  20th December 2005 
 

 
 
 97 

 
F200 Cr RP JOHNSON/Cr DK MORGAN 
 
That the Committee recommend to Council that the Shire President and Chief 
Executive Officer prepare a performance review criteria along the lines of the sample 
attached to these minutes. 
 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 5/0  
 
URGENT BUSINESS 
 
 
CLOSURE 
 
The meeting closed at 11.12pm. 
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9.4.5 Swimming Pool Managers Report 
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Council Resolution 
 
136 Cr DK Morgan/Cr EN Pugh 
 
That the Swimming Pool Managers report be received. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
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10. Announcement by the President and Councillors 
 
Cr Brockway advised that she had attended; 
 

• 21/11/05 Landcare Management Committee with the Chief 
Executive Officer. 

• 6/12/05 Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner 
• 12/12/05 Telecentre interviews with the Chief Executive Officer. 
• 14/12/05 LEMC Meeting 

 
Cr Draper advised tat he had attended a Waratah Lodge meeting. 
 
Cr Johnson advised that Andrew Scanlon had been selected as the Rural 
Ambassador for Woolorama 2006. 
 
 

11. Elected Members/Motions of which previous notice has been given. 
 
Nil 
 
 

12. Urgent Business introduced by decisions of the meeting 
 
 

a) Elected Members 
 

Central Great Southern Salt Land Recovery Meeting 
 
 
137 Cr IC Cumming/Cr RP Johnson 
 
That Council discuss the Central Great Southern Salt Land Recovery Meeting 
minutes that are in the December 2005 Information bulletin. 
 
        CARRIED 
        Vote 8/0 
 
 
 

b) Officer’s 
 
 

13. Confidential Business as per Local Government Act’s 5.23(2) 
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14. Closure 
 
There being no further business the President thanked those in attendance and 
closed the meeting at 9.55pm. 
 
 
 
These Minutes were confirmed at a meeting held on  
 
___________________________ 
 
 
Signed ______________________________ 
 
Presiding Member at the meeting at which the Minutes were confirmed. 
 
Dated _______________________________ 
 


