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2 .         Making a proposal 
        (1)         A proposal may be made to the Advisory Board by —   

            (a)         the Minister;  
            (b)         an affected local government;  
            (c)         2 or more affected local governments, jointly; or  
            (d)         affected electors who —   

                    (i)       are at least 250 in number; or  
                    (ii)      are at least 10% of the total number of affected electors.  
        (2)         A proposal is to —   

 (a) set out clearly the nature of the proposal, the reasons for making the 
proposal and the effects of the proposal on local governments;  

 (b) be accompanied by a plan illustrating any proposed changes to the 
boundaries of    a district; and  

          (c)  comply with any regulations about proposals.  

3 .         Dealing with proposals  
        (1)        The Advisory Board is to consider any proposal.  

 (2)        The Advisory Board may, in a written report to the Minister, recommend* that 
the Minister reject a proposal if, in the Board’s opinion —  

       (a)   the proposal is substantially similar in effect to a proposal on which the 
Board has made a recommendation to the Minister within the period of 
2 years immediately before the proposal is made;  

 (aa) where the proposal was made by affected electors under clause 2(1)(d), 
that the majority of those electors no longer support the proposal; or  

(b) the proposal is frivolous or otherwise not in the interests of good 
government.  

        * Absolute majority required.  

(3)         If, in the Advisory Board’s opinion, the proposal is —   
(a)         one of a minor nature; and  
(b)         not one about which public submissions need be invited,  

the Board may, in a written report to the Minister, recommend* that the 
Minister reject the proposal or that an order be made in accordance 
with the proposal.  

        * Absolute majority required.  

        (4)         Unless it makes a recommendation under subclause (2) or (3), the Advisory 
Board is to formally inquire into the proposal.  

4 .         Notice of inquiry  
        (1)         Where a formal inquiry is required the Advisory Board is to give —   

(a) notice to affected local governments, affected electors and the other 
electors of districts directly affected by the proposal; and  

             (b) a report to the Minister.  
        (2)         The notice and report under subclause (1) are to —   
             (a) advise that there will be a formal inquiry into the proposal;  
             (b) set out details of the inquiry and its proposed scope; and  

(c) advise that submissions may be made to the Board not later than 6 weeks   
after the date the notice is first given about —   

                   (i) the proposal; or  
                   (ii)the scope of the inquiry.  

 (3)         If, after considering submissions made under subclause (2)(c), the Advisory 
Board decides* that the scope of the formal inquiry is to be significantly 
different from that set out in the notice and report under subclause (1), it is to 
give —   
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   (a) another notice to affected local governments, affected electors and the 
other electors of districts directly affected by the proposal; and  

             (b)another report to the Minister.  
        (4)          The notice and report under subclause (3) are to —   
             (a)set out the revised scope of the inquiry; and  

 (b)advise that further submissions about the proposal, or submissions about 
matters relevant to the revised scope of the inquiry, may be made to the 
Board within the time set out in the notice.  

        * Absolute majority required.  

5 .         Conduct of inquiry 
(1)       A formal inquiry is to be carried out, and any hearing for the purposes of the 

inquiry is to be conducted, in a way that makes it as easy as possible for 
interested parties to participate fully.  

(2)       In carrying out a formal inquiry the Advisory Board is to consider submissions 
made to it under clause 4(2)(c) and (4)(b) and have regard, where applicable, 
to —   

            (a)    community of interests;  
            (b)    physical and topographic features;  
            (c)    demographic trends;  
            (d)     economic factors;  
            (e)     the history of the area;  
            (f)     transport and communication;  
            (g)     matters affecting the viability of local governments; and  
            (h)     the effective delivery of local government services,  

but this does not limit the matters that it may take into consideration.  

6 .         Recommendation by Advisory Board  
(1)       After formally inquiring into a proposal, the Advisory Board, in a written report 

to the Minister, is to recommend* —   
(a)     that the Minister reject the proposal;  
(b)    that an order be made in accordance with the proposal; or  
(c)    if it thinks fit after complying with subclause (2), the making of some 

other order that may be made under section 2.1.  
        * Absolute majority required.  

  (2)      The Advisory Board is not to recommend to the Minister the making of an 
order that is significantly different from the proposal into which it formally 
inquired unless the Board has —   
(a)   given* notice to affected local governments, affected electors and the 

other electors of districts directly affected by the recommendation of its 
intention to do so;  

(b)   afforded adequate opportunity for submissions to be made about the 
intended order; and  

(c)   considered any submissions made.  
        * Absolute majority required.  
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Use of Sea Containers and Transportable Structures 

Statement 

The use of sea containers and transportable structures for purposes other than the transportation 
of goods (e.g. storage, shed, workshop etc.) has the potential to have a negative impact upon the 
visual amenity of areas in which they are located due to the general size and appearance of such 
structures.  In order to guard against the potential negative impact of such usage Council 
requires that all proposals of this type be submitted to Council for its formal planning approval 
prior to commencement.  

Objectives 

• To protect the amenity of the Scheme Area by ensuring that the visual impact of any 
proposal to use a sea container or transportable structure is minimised. 

• To specify the circumstances under which Council may permit the use of sea containers or 
transportable structures within the Scheme Area. 

• To outline the procedures required to be followed in seeking Council’s approval to the use of 
sea containers or transportable structures within the Scheme Area. 

Policy Provisions 

i) The use of sea containers or transportable structures within the Scheme Area for 
purposes other than the transportation of goods is generally not permitted. Council may 
however issue its planning consent for the use of such structures for purposes other than 
the transportation of goods where all of the following circumstances apply: 
a) Where the land the subject of such an application is classified / zoned 

“Commercial” , “Industrial” or “Rural”; 
b) Where the structure is located on the land so as to be completely screened from 

public view. 
c) Where the height of such structures does not exceed 3 metres. 

ii) All applications for planning approval to use a sea container or  transportable structure 
shall be made in the form prescribed in Appendix 4 to Town Planning Scheme No.2 and 
shall be accompanied by the following information: 

• Details of the proposed use of the structure; 

• Details of the dimensions and finish of the proposed structure; 

• A photo of the proposed structure; 

• Details of the structure’s proposed location on the subject land; and 

• The proposed method of screening. 

iii) In considering any application for planning consent to use a sea container or 
transportable structure within the Scheme Area Council shall have regard to the 
objectives and provisions of its Town Planning Scheme and may take into account any 
matters relevant to Town and Regional Planning, the public interest in general and the 
locality surrounding the proposed development in particular. 

iv) In issuing planning approval for the use of a sea container or transportable structure 
Council will for safety reasons require the provision of adequate ventilation and the 
installation of a door which allows personal access to and from the structure. 

v) Where a sea container is being used to transport goods it is not permitted to remain on 
any land within the Scheme area for a period exceeding twenty eight (28) days without 
Council’s approval. 
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